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During the Roaring Twenties, Ben Kerr was known as the "King of the Rumrunners." The U.S.

Coast Guard put him at the top of the most-wanted list and offered a reward of $5,000. But ending

up in Club Fed was not Kerrâ€™s only worry - he had to contend with Hamilton crime lords Rocco

and Bessie Perri. Whisky and Ice takes the reader back to the Prohibition era, when Canada and

the United States were obsessed with "demon liquor" (not to mention the endless posturing by

politicians). As Hunt aptly writes, the U.S. during Porhibition "was about as dry as the mud flats of

the Mississippi at high tide."
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Really enjoyed this book. If you're interested in the history of smuggling on Lake Ontario, or the

history of Prohibition in general, and are tired of hearing only about the big time organized crime

gangsters, then you'll enjoy this book. Written with a very "local" feeling about the "independents"

(and one in particular, Ben Kerr) that smuggled before organized crime got organized, before the

Coast Guard got organized, then evolved at they needed to to survive the changes. Clearly written

with lots of interviews and oral history from Canadian locals who knew Ben Kerr or know of him, the

best stories come from these sources. Enjoyed it immensely.

Cool story. Being American I never gave the Canadian side of prohibition much thought. I enjoyed

reading about it.
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